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Susan B. A. Somers-Willett

Curriculum Vitae

English Department | 468 Dickson Hall | Montclair State University | 1 Normal Avenue | Montclair, NJ 07043

Phone: 973-665-5749 | E-Mail: somerswilles@mail.montclair.edu | Web: www.susansw.com
EDUCATION

2003
|
Ph.D., American Literature
The University of Texas at Austin


With doctoral portfolios in Cultural Studies and Women’s Studies

Developed the Poetry and Poetics graduate concentration in English
1998
|
M.A., Creative Writing
The University of Texas at Austin


With a concentration in poetry

1995
|
A.B., Cultural Anthropology and Women’s Studies
Duke University


Phi Beta Kappa, Cum Laude

Fall 1993
|
Duke in New York Arts Program
New York University

TEACHING


I. Teaching and Research Interests

Creative Writing, 20th Century/Contemporary American Poetry and Poetics, Poetry and Performance, African American Literature and Culture, Women’s and Gender Studies, Cultural Studies, Performance Studies

II. Teaching Experience
2009-present | Assistant Professor of English, Montclair State University, New Jersey


Fall 2009 Courses

· ENWR 412: Advanced Writing: Poetry
· ENWR 312: Writing: Poetry
· ENWR 200: Intro to Creative Writing
Spring 2010 Courses (slated to teach as of 10/31/09)

· ENGL 325: American Poetry: WWII to the Present
· ENWR 312: Writing: Poetry
· ENWR 312: Writing: Poetry
2008-2009 | Visiting Writer and Lecturer of English, The University of Texas at Austin
· 391L: Independent Study in Creative Writing

· 379S: Senior Seminar: Poetry and Performance
· 379M: Sylvia Plath’s Poetry and Prose
· 376M: African American Poetry and Poetics

· 341L: Advanced Poetry Workshop

2006-2007 | Visiting Fellow, Center for the Arts in Society, Carnegie Mellon University 
· 64-401/76-401/76-701: Contemporary American Poetry, Poetics, and Publics
· 64-301/76-211: Poetry and Performance
2004-2006 | Visiting Assistant Professor of English and Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
· 461: Contemporary American Poetry and Poetics
· 460: Feminism and the African American Literary Tradition
· 274: Poetry and Performance

III. Administrative Experience
2001-2003 | Assistant Director, Graduate Creative Writing Program, The University of Texas at Austin
Developed introductory-level creative writing courses with faculty, organized a reading series, developed program advertising campaign to appear in trade journals, advised undergraduate writers about pursuing graduate creative writing degrees, and designed/maintained website for the graduate degree in creative writing.

SCHOLARSHIP AND CREATIVE PRODUCTION

I. Publications

Books
2009 | The Cultural Politics of Slam Poetry: Race, Identity, and the Performance of Popular Verse in America (scholarly criticism), University of Michigan Press.

2009 | Quiver (poetry). Virginia Quarterly Review Poetry Series, University of Georgia Press.

2006 | Roam (poetry). Crab Orchard Series Open Competition Award, Southern Illinois University Press.
Selected Poems
2009 | “Insomnia Chiaroscuro,” Borderlands Texas Poetry Review (summer issue).

2008 | “The Golden Lesson,” The Iowa Review (April).

2008 | “Half-Life,” Gulf Coast (Summer/Fall).
2007 | “Petites Curie” and “Object Lesson: Horses,” Indiana Review 29.2 (Winter).

2007 | “Campanology” and “Oppenheimer’s Lament,” West Branch (Fall/Winter).
2007 | “Girl, 7, Seeking U.S. Flight Record, Dies in Crash,” “The Birds,” Connecticut Review (Spring).
2007 | “The Order of a House” and “Cotyledon,” Pebble Lake Review, Spring 2007.

2007 | “Ophelia’s Technicolor G-String” and “The Gift,” Spoken Word Revolution Redux. Naperville, IL: Sourcebooks.
2006 | “What the Doctors Forget to Tell You About Morphine,” Poets & Writers Online (October).
2006 | “Thaw and the Beginning of Everything,” Painted Bride Quarterly Issue 75.
2006 | “Darwin Strikes a Match,” “First Sex,” “My Natural History,” Virginia Quarterly Review (Spring).
2006 | “Decorum,” “The Boy Who Would Be Achilles,” “Cow Song,” Crab Orchard Review (Winter/Spring).
2006 | “Polaris.” Ann Stanford Poetry Prize, First Place winner selected by Al Young, Southern California Anthology, Volume XXI.
2005 | “Virginia Dare (i-vi).” Borderlands Texas Poetry Review (Spring/Summer).

Essays
2009 | “Through the Invisible Cloak: Some Problems and Possibilities of Being a White Reader of African American Poetry.” RATTLE 15.1, (Summer).
2007 | “Can Slam Poetry Matter?” Introduction, Tribute Issue Celebrating Poetry Slam’s 21st Anniversary, RATTLE 13.1 (Summer).
Scholarly Articles 
2006 | “Def Poetry’s Public: Spoken Word Poetry and the Racial Politics of Going Mainstream.” Iowa Journal of Cultural Studies 8/9: 72-89.

2005 | “Slam Poetry and the Cultural Politics of Performing Identity.” Journal of the Midwestern Modern Language Association 38.1: 51-73.
2003 | “Authenticating Voices: Slam Poetry, Politics, and Performances of Black Identity.” Mantis Journal of Poetry and Poetics No. 3, Stanford University: 33-55.
2002 | “Representing” Slam Poetry: Ambivalence, Gender, and Black Authenticity in Slam.” Text, Practice, Performance Journal of Cultural Studies 3.1: 37-63.
Interviews and Reviews—Authored
2002 | “A ‘Sacred Condition’: A Review of Li-Young Lee’s Book of My Nights.”  E3W Review of Books.  Ethnic and Third World Interest Group, The University of Texas at Austin (Spring).
1998 | “Music in the Language: A Conversation with Lucille Clifton.” The American Voice (Summer).
Interviews, Reviews, and Press—As Subject or Cited Authority
2009 | Cited Authority: “Is Slam in Danger of Going Soft?” by Larry Rohter, New York Times,  June 3: Page C1.
2009 | Interview: “Book/Talk: A Conversation with Slam Poetry Scholar Susan B.A. Somers-Willett,” The Arts Politic Inaugural Issue (Summer).

2009 | Interview: “An Interview with Susan B.A. Somers-Willett,” by Chris Opiela and Scott Van Pelt, West Branch Contributor Interview (February).
2007 | Interview: “Performing the Academy.” Cover Story and Interview by Jeremy Richards, Poetry Foundation Website (June 7).
2006 | Featured author: “Finishing the First: 12 Debut Poets,” Poets & Writers Magazine, (November/December).
2006 | Interview: Carbondale Nightlife Interview (April 5).

2005 | Interview: Robert Frost Foundation Website (Winter).
Broadcasts and Podcasts
2007 | Poetry Foundation Podcast (June 11, 14 min).

2007 | “Slam’s Past, Present, and Future,” The Eclectic Word with Victor Infante, BlogTalk Radio, (August 17, 1 hr).

Multimedia
2008 | “The Last Known Confederate Civil War Widow Writes from the Dead Letter Office of Heaven” and “Insomnia Chiaroscuro,” If These Walls Could Speak installation, Blanton Museum of Art, 2008. These two poems continue to be displayed alongside their referent artworks in the Blanton Museum’s permanent collection. 

II. Selected Conference Papers and Talks

2009 | Keynote Panelist, Poetry, Voice, and Performance Symposium, The University of Texas at Austin. Full-day roundtable discussion, performance, and Q&A session featuring Meta DuEwa Jones, Susan B. A. Somers-Willett, and Leslie Wheeler (March 31).

2007 | “Is There Such a Thing as Slam Poetry?” National Poetry Slam panel discussion, Austin, TX (August 7-11).
2006 | “Slam Poetry and the Academy.” Moderator and Panelist, Association of Writers and Writing Programs Conference, Austin, TX (March 8-11).
2005 | “Def Poetry’s Public: Spoken Word and the Racial Politics of Going Mainstream.” Delivered at Attention/Inattention: Writers, Scholars, Theorists Conference, University of Denver (October 7-9).
2005| “Poetry in Public Culture.” Chair and Moderator, Attention/Inattention: Writers, Scholars, Theorists Conference, University of Denver (October 7-9).
2004 | “Black Art: A Discussion of Adam Pendelton’s Exhibit Being Here.” Panelist, Illinois Program for Research in the Humanities, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (October 12).

2003 | “Authenticating Voices: Performances of Black Identity in Slam Poetry.” Solo lecture, Américo Paredes Colloquium on Cultural Studies (March 19, 2003).
2001 | “‘lucy and her girls’: The Generational Tradition of Lucille Clifton’s Poetry.”  Delivered at the College Literature Association Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA (April 18-21).
2000 | “‘Representing’ Slam Poetry: Realism, Authenticity, and Images of the Black Poet in Slam.”  Delivered at the George Horton Moses Society Annual Conference on African American Poetry, American Literature Association, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (March 31-April 2).

III. Selected Readings

2009 | Queztal Quill Reading Series, The Cornelia Street Café, New York City. Group reading with Blas Falconer, Tyehimba Jess, and Helena Mesa, hosted and curated by Rigoberto Gonzalez (October 8).
2009 | Borderlands: Texas Poetry Review Reading, America/Americas Gallery, Blanton Museum of Art, Austin, TX. Group reading in celebration of Borderlands’ summer 2009 issue inspired by the Blanton Museum’s permanent collections (July 11).  
2009 | BookPeople Reading, Austin, TX. Joint reading and booksigning with Anna Journey (April 26).
2009 | Michener Center for Writers Reading Series, The University of Texas at Austin. Solo reading (April 2).
2009 | Virginia Festival for the Book, University of Virginia Bookstore, Charlottesville, VA. Group reading and booksigning with John Casteen, Ted Genoways, Victoria Chang (March 20).

2009 | Association of Writers and Writing Programs Conference, Chicago, IL. Off-site group reading with Patricia Smith and Jeffrey Mc Daniel, DePaul University Bookstore, (February 14).
IV. Honors

Grants and Fellowships

2009
|
City of Austin Artist Opportunity Grant ($600).

2006-2007
|
Center for Arts in Society Visiting Scholar Fellowship ($35,000 plus $3,000 research budget), Carnegie Mellon University.

2004-2006
|
Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship ($42,000 plus $5,000 research budget), University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.

2002-2003
|
American Dissertation Fellowship ($25,000), American Association of University Women.

Writing Awards
2006 | Emily Clark Balch Prize for best poems published in 2006 ($1000), Virginia Quarterly Review.
2006 | Shortlist, Helen C. Smith Award for best book of poetry (Roam), Texas Institute of Letters.
2005 | Crab Orchard Series in Poetry Open Competition selection, Roam ($1500 and book publication).
2005 | Robert Frost Foundation Poetry Award for best poem ($1000 and reading).
2004 | Ann Stanford Poetry Prize for best poem ($1,000 and publication in Southern California Anthology).
Residencies
2007 | Hedgebrook Foundation Fellowship, Whidbey Island, WA (May-June).
2005 | Millay Colony for the Arts, Martha Martin Fellowship, Austerlitz, NY (July). 

2004 | I-Park Artist’s Enclave, East Haddam, CT (November).

2004 | Alden B. Dow Center for Creativity, Northwood University, Midland, MI (Summer).
V. Editorial and Referee Activities
2009 | Contributing Editor, RATTLE 15.1 (Summer), Tribute to African American Poets.
2009 | Screener, Keene Prize in Literature (largest student creative writing prize in the U.S., currently $50,000).

2008 | Screener, Keene Prize in Literature.

2007 | Contributing Editor, RATTLE 13.1 (Summer), Tribute to Slam Poetry.
1998 | Co-Editor, Borderlands: Texas Poetry Review, 1998. 
SERVICE


2009-present | Member, Creative Writing Committee, English Department

Currently working with committee of four to design and propose a new creative writing minor and revise/expand the creative writing curriculum. All proposals are in progress.
